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From: Rogers, Jim <Jim.Rogers@kingcounty.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 6, 2020 4:23 PM
To: Maggie Sweeney

Subject: Communication about the continuing operations for King County Superior Court

King County Superior Court 

To the Officers, Trustees and Membership of the King County Bar Association, KCBA Family Law Section, 
Washington Association for Justice and the Washington Defense Trial Lawyers: 

Please circulate the following message to your members.   

King County Superior Court is committed to protecting the safety and security of our community while 
performing our Constitutional duties.  In this message, I and would like to address several issues relating to the 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19).  First, what is King County Superior Court’s plan in the short and long 
term?  Second, what is being done now for health inside the courthouses?   

We don’t yet know the trajectory of the novel coronavirus or its long-range consequences.  While public health officials 
have not declared a pandemic, we are already planning for a possible 25% temporary reduction of our 
workforce, which is an assumption of our Pandemic Plan.  We are looking at all locations of our Court.  We are 
already working on alternatives to reduce the number of discretionary in-person hearings and to lower the 
number of people who must physically come to court, especially in very busy courts such as GA or 1201, 
Juvenile, Dependency and Ex Parte.  Some places, like ITA and Juvenile, already have video.  We are 
considering future telephonic and video appearances (a video project was already planned in GA and 1201), 
especially in busy courtrooms, and are taking affirmative steps to increase infrastructure as quickly as we 
can.  As we learn more, adjustments will be made as needed and we will communicate further with you.  

Meanwhile, we ask members of the bar to minimize the number of non-essential court appearances and to fully 
utilize existing common-sense procedures which would not require you and your clients to come to the 
courthouse, such as requesting telephonic hearings and conferences when appropriate, noting civil motions 
without oral argument in front of the IC judge and fully using the ex parte queue. We will be working with you, 
our stakeholders in the bar and elsewhere, and have already conducted several meetings with our criminal 
justice stakeholders. Our Chief Judges will be reaching out to you for your views about what we can do.  In the 
next several weeks, contact Judge Lum for civil matters. 

Jury trials do continue.  The number of jurors responding to summons has not changed, in fact.  Starting 
Monday, we are changing our “excuse for cause” criteria on our website to include the following message:   

Jurors:  please note the following temporary change in our policies.  You are excused from jury 
service if you meet any of the following criteria: 

o You have a chronic health conditions such as  heart disease, lung disease, or diabetes;
o You have a weakened immune system
o You are pregnant
o You are age 60 or older and you do not wish to report for jury duty;
o You are sick or have recently been in contact with someone who is sick.
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Members of the Bar, in our view, we walk a balance between public health and an obligation to the public.  The 
work we engage in every day will not stop during this time and so we will not close the Courts.  I acknowledge 
that at the appropriate time, we may have to reduce the level of service we provide, and we are planning for 
that, and the prioritization for that.  We will constantly endeavor to make decisions based on facts as we know 
them and continuously balance the most reliable and current  public health information with our critical mission 
to the public while also considering issues of the health, safety and welfare of all who come to Court.    
 
Finally, we are seeking guidance directly from Public Health, given our business.  King County Facilities and 
Management has greatly increased their cleaning, including all jury assembly rooms.   
 
It bears repeating that we are in a very fluid situation and we spend a great deal of time assessing where we 
are.  I am happy to talk to you at any time about your ideas through your officers and representatives, and we 
will be in contact with them regularly. We thank you in advance for your patience and understanding. Together, 
we can get through this. 
 
Regards,  
 
James (Jim) E. Rogers 
Presiding Judge, King County Superior Court 
King County Courthouse 
206-477-1597 
jim.rogers@kingcounty.gov 
 

      
 


